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HIGHLIGHTS 




• IHEC to Announce Preliminary Election Results (POLITICAL, page 4) 



• Six Suspected AQI Explosives-Cell Members Arrested (SECURITY, page 9) 



• Oil Revenues Decline in February despite Record-Breaking Export Levels 
(ECONOMIC, page 11) 



• GOI Attends Non-Aligned Movement Ministerial (DIPLOMATIC, page 17) 
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IHEC election ballot count continues 



IHEC to Announce Preliminary Election Results: 

• Iraq's Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) announced that it would 
release completed provisional results for the March 7, 2010, election on Friday, March 
26. At the same time IHEC rejected the calls for a manual recount, citing confidence 
in the integrity of the vote tabulation process. 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



4 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



March 24, 2010 



POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



] L 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 
Tariq al-Hashimi 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense jjj 


Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Vacant 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithi| 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan | 


Minister of Education j 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 


Minister of Health 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar 
al-Khuzai 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bay an Jabr 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab 1 1 
al-Hasnawi 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


Dara Nur al-Din 


Bayan Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim 
al-Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 


Minister of Transportation 


Vacant , 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid | 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili 



Minister of State for Foreign 

Affairs " | ] 


Minister of State for Provinces Affairs 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan 1 1 
al-Dulaymi 1 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi | 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 












Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 




| Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 
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Minister of State for CoR Affairs 



Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 

NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 



■ National Elections Law : The amended election law was approved by the Presidency Council on December 6, 
2009. 
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POLITICAL - Refugee Update 



■ There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely significant 
numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing of 
February 2006. 

■ In FY09, the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 
$303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist displaced Iraqis 
inside the country and in the region. 

■ Since the program's inception in FY07, 42,388 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the U.S. 
for resettlement. A total of 18,838 refugees were admitted in FY09. 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,606 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for Iraqi 
translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 
program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the U.S. 
government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration 
of displaced Iraqis. 
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GOI continues efforts to combat attacks following parliamentary elections 



Six Suspected AQI Explosives-Cell Members Arrested : 

• Iraqi Security Forces have arrested six suspected members of an Al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) 
bomb-making cell. The arrests were made during two separate operations in northern 
and central Iraq after security forces searched residential buildings for the alleged 
explosives-cell members. One of the suspects is believed responsible for several 
vehicle-borne IED attacks in Mosul. 

Mass Grave Found in Maysan Province : 

• The Human Rights Ministry is reporting that a mass grave from the Saddam Hussein 
era was discovered in Maysan province. The grave dates back to the suppression of the 
Shi'a revolt in 1991. The site was found by workers on an irrigation project. Twenty 
bodies have since been uncovered. 
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Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $77.67/barrel Dated Brent at $79.67/barrel 

WTI Cushing at $8 1 .46/barrel Oman/Dubai at $77.55/barrel 



3.00 



Iraq Crude Oil Production and Exports 



March 24,2010 





1.00 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Jun-09 Jul-09 Aug-09 Sep-09 Oct-09 Nov-09 Dec-09 Jan-10 Feb-10 Mar-10 

» Production ■ Exports 

Revenue estimates: 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $ 39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd): $10.5 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas Pli 

Oil price volatility dampens oil revenues despite high exports 

Oil Revenues Decline in February despite Record-Breaking Export Levels: 

• Iraq's Oil Ministry spokesman reported that oil revenues "dipped in February on slightly 
lower oil prices despite the highest level of exports in 20 years." Revenues for February 
totaled $4,229 billion, based on an average price of $73.40 per barrel and exports of 57.9 
million barrels, compared to revenues of $4.44 billion in January, based on oil prices of 
$73.97 per barrel. Most barrels were exported from Basrah in the south, while the 
remaining barrels were shipped from the Kirkuk oil fields. 

Iraq Expects to Avoid Near-Term OPEC Production Limits: 

• Oil Minister Husayn al-Shahristani said on March 16 that he did not think Iraq would be 
subject to OPEC production quotas until Iraq reached output of at least 4 million barrels 
per day? which he projected would happen by 2012. Iraq "expects to produce 12 million 
bpd within seven years and won't even discuss OPEC quotas until output accelerates after 
years of conflict." Iraq is the only OPEC country not subject to the current quota, and 
will recommend the "status quo" for production limits. The OPEC Secretary General 
noted that "Iraq has the right to develop their reserves but I don't think we will see it now 
as a potential producer as it will take time." 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas (jjgfe 

Oil price volatility dampens oil revenues despite high exports 

Political Stability Essential for Construction of Nabucco Pipeline: 
• The European Commission allocated millions of dollars in support of the Nabucco 
natural-gas pipeline in hopes of dramatically lessening Russia's hold on Europe's energy 
supply. Christian Dolezal, the spokesman for the Nabucco gas pipeline consortium, 
said the Nabucco "construction will start at the end of 201 1." Azerbaijan's Energy 
Minister noted that natural gas from both Iraq and Iran was needed for the project to 
get off the ground. "In a few years, when the Iran and Iraq situation is more stable 
politically, we will be able to implement the Nabucco project speedily," he 
said. Though Iran "sits on some of the largest natural-gas deposits in the world, 
Western officials have rejected any possibility for an Iranian role in Nabucco." 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Iraq receives first of two loans from the World Bank 



Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 










Price (USD) 


$82.38 


$82.46 


$73.76 H 


^^6^^n 


Yield 


7.60% 


^^7.61% 


8.12% 


10.32% 



Iraq Signs Agreement to Receive $250 Million from World Bank: 
• Iraq's Finance Minister confirmed reports that Iraq signed a deal to receive the first 
of two $250 million loans from the World Bank. Nearly three weeks ago, the 
International Monetary Fund announced a $3.6 billion loan to help the country 
finance its $19.6 billion budget deficit. 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



14 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



March 24, 2010 



ECONOMIC - Non-Energy 

New airplanes and a pilot training center will meet growing demand for international flights 

Transportation Ministry Seeks Early Arrival of Boeing Airplanes and Construction of a 
Pilot Training Center: 

• Iraq's Transportation Ministry is seeking the early delivery of Boeing airplanes as the 
national Iraqi Airways continues to expand. Iraqi Airways currently operates with 
leased aircrafts and four of its own in order to cut leasing expenses. The Ministry hopes 
to receive 55 new Boeing 737s, 777s, and 787s which were not due to arrive until 2013. 
"I believe 55 new planes are going to meet the needs of Iraqi Airways till 2020, since we 
are expecting to be more open to the world," Transport Minister Abdul-Jabbar said. 
Within the last year and a half Iraqi Airways resumed international routes and signed 
an agreement to open a route to the UK and a memorandum of understanding for 
routes to the United States. The Boeing agreement includes $30 million for pilot 
training and $7 million for the construction of a training institute in Baghdad. 
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Public Services - Electrici 



300,000 



250,000 



Daily Electricity Supplied and Estimated Demand in Iraq Since January 2004 

Supply from grid Estimated Demand 




• Electricity supply from the grid March 16-22 was 20% above the same period in 2009 and met 82% of estimated 
demand compared with 75% for the year-earlier period. The percentage of estimated demand met by power from 
the grid was at its highest level since October 2004. 
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GOI broadens Iraq's international participation 



GOI Attends Non-Aligned Movement Ministerial; 

• Iraq's Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry Labeed Abbawi led the Iraqi delegation 
at the Non-Aligned Movement Conference in Manila on March 16. The conference 
consisted of meetings to emphasize the role of the Non-Alignment Movement in 
promoting religious dialogue and tolerance among nations. The Iraqi delegation also 
included Ambassador Mohammed Al-Mihimidi, head of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs's Organizations and International Cooperation Department, Ibrahim Khalil Al- 
Jubouri, Charge d'Affaires at the Iraqi Embassy in Manila, and Dr. Ahmed Mohamed 
Al-Attar, representing civil society organizations in Iraq. 
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4 r 




The inaugural class at the Samarra 
Women's Computer Education Center 



Salah ad Din 





Babil 





'...we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services. 55 

President Barack Obama 



Recent Highlights 
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A representative of the Salah ad Din PRT attended the first day of classes held at the 
Samarra Women's Computer Education Center. The new center is intended to 
provide computer training for the women of Samarra and will also serve as an after- 
hours Internet cafe exclusively for female patrons. PRT Salah ad Din provided 
Quick Response Funds for the project which it is co-sponsoring with the 
Organization of the Iraqi Family. Future female students will be charged a small fee 
for the computer training; however, the initial 450 students will receive theirs for 
free. 

The Babil Tourism Action Group (BTAG) attended a meeting sponsored by the local PRT 

on March 1 0 to recommend ways to enhance tourism in Babil province, a region with a 

rich cultural heritage. The group's main recommendation was to launch a campaign 

promoting Iraqi tourism to the cultural heritage sites while, at the same time, establishing a 

means to stabilize the physical condition of those sites, many of which are threatened by 

standing water. The PRT also discussed developing a program to preserve the historical 

books and archives that exist in Babil province. The PRT's public diplomacy officer is in 

the process of "pursing a pilot program to preserve Babil province's books, perhaps through 

digitization or physical reproduction." 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



N 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www.defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-UPOG-DL(g>state.g ov 
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■ IHEC, March 23, http://ihec.iq/English/press_releases.aspx?id=2343 
Slides 5-8: 

■ Department of State, NEA Political Section, NEA-I-POL-DL@state.gov 

Slide 9: 

■ USF-I, March 21, http://www.usf-iraq.com/news/headlines/iraqis-capture-6-aqi-bomb-makers- 
accomplices- 

■ AP, March 23, http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hKYzahu3ucIxqVlrnb_- 
RVRMejkgD9EK8IE80 

Slide 10: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 

Slide 11: 

■AFP, March 23, 2010, 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gcLPjde6RfpI5TfUjn6YQIhT-RWw 

■ BusinessWeek, March 16, http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-03-16/iraq-targets-12-million- 
barrels-a-day-defers-opec-quota-limits.html 

Slide 12: 

■ UPI, March 22, 2010, http://www.upi.com/Science_News/Resource-Wars/2010/03/22/Iran-Iraq-needed- 
for-Nabucco-Baku-says/UPI-6259 1 269269643/ 
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Slide 13: 



Slide 14: 



Slide 15: 



Slide 16: 
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Slide 18: 



Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Iraq Policy and Operations Group, NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 

■ AFP, March 18, 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iM6CmQ6etsHVsk48S6PuRKfgz5Aw 
Reuters, March 18, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKAM826467201 003 18?type=marketsNews 
Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 

■ March 1 8, Iraqi Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs,http://www.mofa.gov.iq/ english/ news/ display.aspx?NewsID=8 1 76 

■ Source for Stories: PRT Public Diplomacy Weekly SITREP, March 16, 2010 

■ Source for President Obama's Quote: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-of- 
President-Barack-Obama- Responsibly- Ending-the-War-in-Iraq/ 
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